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would soon grow tired of being separated from them, and of the
extra expense they would be put to, and would give in. I
agreed to the project, although I saw, alas! that by this exile
the Parliament would be punished, but would be neither con-
ciliated nor tamed into submission. To make matters worse,
Blois was given up, and Pontoise was substituted for it! This
latter town being close to Paris, the chastisement became
ridiculous, showed the vacillating weakness of the Regent, and
encouraged the Parliament to laugh at him. One thing
•was, however, well done. The resolution taken to banish the
Parliament was kept so secret that that assembly had not the
slightest knowledge of it.
On Sunday, the 21st of July, squadrons of the guards, with
officers at their head, took possession, at four o'clock in the
morning, of all the doors of the Palais de Justice. The mus-
keteers seized at the same time upon the doors of the Grand
Chamber, whilst others inverted the house of the Chief Presi-
dent, who was in much fear during the first hour. Other
musketeers went in parties of four to all the officers of the
Parliament, and served them with the King's order, command-
ing them to repair to Pontoise within twice twenty-four hours.
All passed off very politely on both sides, so that there was
not the slightest complaint: several members obeyed the same
day and went to Pontoise.
Eather late in the evening M. le Due d'Orldans sent to the
Attorney-General 100,000 livres in coin, and as much in bank
notes of 100 livres, and of 10 livres to be given to those who
should need them for the journey, but not as gifts. The Chief
President was more brazen and more fortunate; he made so
many promises, showed so much meanness, employed so much
roguery, that abusing by these means the feebleness and easi-
ness of the Kegent, whom he laughed at, he obtained more than
100,000 ecus for his expenses. The poor prince gave him the
money, under the rose, in two or three different payments, and
permitted the Due de Bouillon to lend him bis house at Pon-
toise, completely furnished, and the garden of which, on the
banks of the river, is admirable and immense, a masterpiece of
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